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US TROOPS ENTER THE WAR
1965 - LBJ IS COMPELLED TO SEND 
180,000 US TROOPS TO FIGHT IN VIETNAM
LBJ violated a campaign promise and his own 
conscience, but 61% Americans supported it

GEN. WESTMORELAND, US COMMANDER IN 
VIETNAM, ASKED LBJ FOR MORE TROOPS
he believed that South Vietnamese forces 
couldn’t withstand the Vietcong w/o US support
the Vietcong could be overwhelmed w/ 
more US ground forces & superior weaponry

HOPING FOR QUICK VICTORY, LBJ 
COMPLIED AND INSTITUTED A DRAFT
By 1967, over 500,000 US troops were on 
the ground in South Vietnam



so let’s analyze...

BUT THE PRESENCE OF SO MANY US FORCES DID 
NOT RESULT IN EASY VICTORY AS WAS HOPED...

VERY QUICKLY, THE VIETNAM WAR 

BECAME A WAR OF ATTRITION

DETERMINED, THE VIETCONG USED 

THE TERRAIN TO THEIR ADVANTAGE

VIETCONG TACTICS WOULD INFLICT 

MASSIVE CASUALTIES TO US TROOPS



VIETCONG  TACTICS
THE VIETCONG EMPLOYED GUERILLA 
WARFARE AND “HIT AND RUN” TACTICS
they used the thick jungle to ambush US 
troops & it made it hard to hit them back

ON THE BATTLEFIELD, THE VIETCONG DUG 
INTRICATE DEFENSIVE TUNNEL SYSTEMS

THE VIETCONG DISARMED AND REUSED US 
LAND MINES AND BOMBS AS BOOBY TRAPS

Vietcong forces lived in the population, 
making it hard to distinguish who was who

these tunnels allowed Vietcong forces to 
withstand airstrikes & launch surprise attacks
it also connected villages and allowed 
guerillas to hide from US forces or set traps



THE  ENDLESS  WAR
BY 1966, IT BECAME CLEAR THAT THE US 
HAD UNDERESTIMATED THE VIETCONG
Gen. Westmoreland thought the Vietcong 
would surrender if hit hard over a long time

THE VIETCONG SAW THE WAR AS A FIGHT 
FOR SURVIVAL AND REMAINED DEFIANT 

WESTMORELAND’S STRATEGY OF ATTRITION 
BEGAN TO BACKFIRE & US MORALE SUNK

To him, the solution was simply to increase 
US ground forces and escalate airstrikes

they could hide from airstrikes, patiently set 
ambushes and traps and inflict casualties

US troops became weary of guerilla warfare and 
growing casualties eroded their will to fight



and that leads to...

PRESIDENT JOHNSON WAS TORN B/W PERSONAL 
CONVICTION AND POLITICAL DUTY

HE FELT IMMENSE PRESSURE NOT 

THE BE THE 1ST POTUS TO LOSE A WAR

BUT HIS PERSONAL CONVICTIONS MADE 

HIM WEARY OF LOSING MORE US LIVES 

STILL, HE WAS DEFIANTLY DETERMINED 

TO CONTAIN COMMUNISM IN VIETNAM
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OPERATION ROLLING THUNDER



THE  US  PUSHBEGINS
1965-1968: US FORCES WAGE THE MOST 
INTENSE AIR/GROUND BATTLE OF COLD WAR
over 800k tons of bombs are dropped on 
Vietcong targets (more than all of Korean War)

FOR 3 YEARS, US AIRSTRIKES AND CARPET 
BOMBING HIT VIETCONG BASES & CONVOYS

OPERATION ROLLING THUNDER HAD 4 GOALS:

the airstrikes were accompanied by ground 
assaults into enemy villages and defenses

boost US troop Morale & public opinion at home#1

#2 end South Vietnamese civilian support for the 
Vietcong
destroy Vietcong industrial bases and supply roads#3

#4 cut off Vietcong supply lines to the South



CHEMICAL
TO ELIMINATE THE ADVANTAGE OF TERRAIN, 
US FORCES EMPLOY A DEFOLIATION ASSAULT
using herbicides and chemicals to destroy jungle 
cover and expose enemy positions, kill Vietcong

US USED NAPALM AND “AGENT ORANGE” 
FROM THE AIR TO WIPE OUT JUNGLES
by 1971, 20 million gallons of poisons were 
sprayed on South Vietnam, Laos, Cambodia

extremely potent, these chemicals killed 
1000s of civilians and gave cancer to US vets

THE NEXT PHASE SAW US FORCES USE 
“SEARCH AND DESTROY” TACTICS
villages were raided, searched, homes & crops 
burned, livestock killed, civilians murdered

WARFARE



US TACTICS VIETNAMINNEW



THE  TET  OFFENSIVE
1/30/1968 - ON THE VIETNAMESE LUNAR 
NEW YEAR, THE VIETCONG SURPRISE ATTACK 
using the Ho Chi Minh Trail, 10ks of vietcong 
sneak into the South & attack cities/US bases

12 US BASES AND THE US EMBASSY 
WERE ATTACKED, 3000 US CASUALTIES

WHILE A MILITARY VICTORY FOR THE US, 
IT WAS A DEVASTATING PSYCHOLOGICAL 
DEFEAT FOR US (THE WAR WAS NEVER THE SAME)

they violated of a weeklong truce called to 
celebrate the holiday & used it as a cover 

it took a month for US & South Vietnamese 
troops to drive the Vietcong out (32K NV KIA)





THE WAR TURNS
THE TET OFFENSIVE EXPOSED A GROWING 
CREDIBILITY GAP IN LBJ’S WHITE HOUSE
they had insisted the Vietcong were near 
surrender, but they stage a massive offensive???

AFTER TET, AMERICAN PUBLIC OPINION FOR 
JOHNSON AND THE WAR PLUMMET
moderates and war “hawks” turn into “doves” 
and call for an immediate withdrawal

most Americans torn b/w withdrawal & dishonor

THE MEDIA CRITICIZED THE WAR, SHOWED 
CASUALTY COUNTS & COFFINS NIGHTLY

“If I’ve lost Walter Cronkite, then 
it’s over. I’ve lost Mr. Average 

Citizen.”



Explain how you might 
have felt toward the 
Vietnam War in 1968 

and justify the 
reasoning behind 

your opinion. 

DEBRIEFING
THE VIETNAM WAR


