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**TOP SECRET* *

MAJOR BATTLES IN VIETNAM




US TROOPS e

1965 - LBJ IS GOMPELLED TO SEND
180,000 US TROOPS TO FIGHT IN VIETNAM

LBJ ViOLATED A CAMPAIGN PROMISE AND HIS OWN
CONSCIENCE, BUT Gl% AMERICANS SUPPORTED 1T

GEN. WESTMORELAND, US COMMANDER IN
VIETNAM, ASKED LBJ FOR MORE TROOPS

HE BELIEVED THAT SOoutH VIETNAMESE FORCES
COULON’T WITHSTAND THE VIETCONG W,/ 0 (S SUPPORT

THE VIETCONG COULD BE OVERWHELMED W/
MORE (S GROUND FORCES & SUPERIOR WEAPONRY

HOPING FOR QUICK VIGTORY, LB)
GOMPLIED AND INSTITUTED A DRAFT

BY 1967, oVER 500,000 (S TROOPS WERE ON
THE GROUND 1N SOUTH VIETNAM




BUT THE PRESENCE OF SO MANY US FORCES DID
NOT RESULT IN EASY VICTORY AS WAS HOPED...

VCRY QUIOkLY, ThC ViICTNRAM WaR
BCOAMEC & WaR Of aTTRITION

N

dCTCRMINCA, ThC VICTOONG USCd
ThC TCRRAIN TO ThCIR advantascc

N

VICTOONG TAOTIOS WOUL INFLICT
MAaSSIVE GASUALTICS TO US TROOPS

¥
Q0 LET'S ANALYZE...




VIETCONG TAcTICS

'I'HE VIETI}IING EMPLOYED GUERILLA
WARFARE AND TACTIGS

THEY USED THE THICK JUNGLE TO AMBUSH (S
TROOPS & IT MADE 1T HARD TO HIT THEM BACK

VIETCONG FORCES LIVED IN THE POPULATION,
MAKING 1T HARD TO DISTINGUISH WHO WAS WHO

ON THE BATTLEFIELD, THE VIETGONG DUG
INTRIGATE DEFENSIVE TUNNEL SYSTEMS

THESE TUNNELS ALLOWED VIETCOMNG FORCES TO
WITHSTAND AIRSTRIKES & LAUNCH SURPRISE ATTACKS

IT ALSO CONNECTED WViLLAGES AND ALLOWED
GUERILLAS TO HIDE FROM (S FORCES OR SET TRAPS
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BY 1966, IT BECAME GLEAR THAT THEUS &% 3

HAD UNDERESTIMATED THE VIETCONG

C-EN. WESTMORELAND THOUGHT THE WIETCOMNG
WOULD SURRENDER 1IF HIT HARD OVER A LONG TIME

TO HIM, THE SOLUTION WAS SIMPLY TO INCREASE
WS GROUND FORCES AND ESCALATE AIRSTRIKES

THE VIETCONG SAW THE WAR AS A AIGHT
FOR SURVIVAL AND REMAINED DEFIANT

THEY COULD HIDE FROM AIRSTRIKES, PATIENTLY SET
AMBUSHES AND TRAPS AND INFLICT CASUALTIES

WESTMORELAND'S STRATEGY OF ATTRITION
BEGAN TO BAGKFIRE & US MORALE SUNK : ‘

US TROOPS BECAME WEARY OF GUERILLA WARFARE AND *
GROWING CASUALTIES ERODED THEIR WILL TO FIGHT




PRESIDENT JOHNSON WAS TORN B/W PERSONAL
CONVICTION AND POLITICAL DUTY

hC FCLT IMMCNSC PRCSSURE NOT
ThCBC ThC 1STPOTUS TO LOSEC a WaRr

N

BUT hiIS PCRSONAL CONVIOTIONS Made
hiMN WCAaRY Of LOSING MORC US LIVES

N

STILL, hC WaS dCflanTLY dCTCRMINCA
TO GoNTain dommunism in vieTham

¥
AND THAT LEADS TO...
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1965-1968: US FORGES WAGE THE MOST , __
INTENSE OF COLD WAR &

OVER 00K TONS OF BOMBS ARE DPROPPED ON
VieTconG TARGETS CMORE THAN ALL OF KOREAN WAR)

FOR 3 YEARS, US AIRSTRIKES AND GARPET
BOMBING HIT VIETGONG BASES & GONVOYS

THE AIRSTRIKES WERE ACCOMPAMIED BY GROUND
ASSAULTS INTO ENEMY VILLAGES AND DEFENSES

OPERATION ROLLING THUNDER HAD 4 GOALS:

-, B00s5T (S TROOP MORALE & PUBLIC OPIMON AT HOME |

' END SOUTH VIETNAMESE CIVILIAN SUPPORT EOR THE
VierconeG

-‘ PESTROY VIETCONG INDUSTRIAL BASES AND SUPPLY ROADS

-‘ cur Orr VIETCONG SUPPLY LINES TO THE SOUTH
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TO ELIMINATE THE ADVANTAGE OF TERRAIN,
US FORGES EMPLOY A

USING HERBICIDES AND CHEMICALS TO DPESTROY JUNGLE
COVER AND EXPOSE ENEMY POSITIONS, kit VIETCONG

US USED NAPALM AND “AGENT ORANGE”
FROM THE AIR TO WIPE OUT JUNGLES

8Y 197, 20 MILLION GALLONS OF POISONS WERE
SPRAYED ON SoutrH VIETNAM, LA0OS, CAMBODIA

EXTREMELY POTENT, THESE CHEMICALS KILLED
0005 OF CiViLIANS AND GAVE CANCER TO (S VETS

THE NEXT PHASE SAW US FORGES USE
“SEARGH AND DESTROY” TACTIGS

ViLLAGES WERE RAIDED, SEARCHED, HOMES & CROPS
BURNED, LIVESTOCK KILLED, CIVILIANS MURDERED



S W VIETNAM
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1/30/1968 - IIN THE VIETNAMESE
, THE VIETGONG SURPRISE ATTACK

usING THE o Cui Mive TRAIL, lOks OF ViETCONG
SNEAK INTO THE SOUTH & ATTACK Cimies/ S BAsES

THEY VIOLATED OF A WEEKLONG TRUCE CALLED TO
CELEGRATE THE HOLIDAY & usep v A5 A cover

12 US BASES AND THE US EMBASSY
WERE ATTAGKED, 3000 US CASUALTIES

IT TOOK A MONTH FOR S & SouUtH VIETNAMESE
TROOPs TO bRIVE THE Viercowe our (32K NV KIA)

WHILE A MILITARY VIGTORY FOR THE US,
IT WAS A DEVASTATING PSYCHOLOGICAL
DEFEAT FOR US (THE WAR WAS NEVER THE SAME)
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THE WR U

THE TET OFFENSIVE EXPOSED A GROWING
CREDIBILITY GAP IN LBJ'S WHITE HOUSE

THEY HAD INSISTED THE VIETCONG WERE NEAR
SURRENDER, BUT THEY STAGE A MAssIvE OFrensive?l??

AFTER TET, AMERIGAN FOR
JOHNSON AND THE WAR PLUMMET

MODPERATES AND WAR “uAwxs" turm wro %ooves"
AND CALL FOR AN IMMEDIATE WITHDRAWAL

MOST AMERICAIVG TORN B/ W WITHDRAWAL & DISHONOR

THE MEDIR GRITIGIZED THE WAR, SHOWED
GASUALTY GOUNTS & GOFFINS NIGHTLY
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“IF TVE LOST WiALTER GRUNKITE, THEN
IT'S GVER. IVE LiEST MR. AVERAGE
GITIZEN
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Explaiy how you Might
Ranlle™ | haye felt towaed the
LSEETAR] \/etnam Wae IN 1968
i and justity the
ReasoNING behind
JOUR OPINION.




