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before we begin...

LET’S SET THE 
SCENE!



the optimism of the 1960s died with 
kennedy that day in dallas

the progress in civil rights, social 
reform, cold war was in jeopardy

KENNEDY’S MURDER SHOCKED THE NATION TO 
IT’S CORE & DESTROYED AMERICAN INNOCENCE

AND THAT LEADS TO...

now the nation would turn to a 
drastically different man in office



LYNDON BAiNES JOHNSON

A master party politician, LBJ was 
a “new Deal” Democrat from Texas
he was mentored by FDR himself and knew 
how to make deals to pass laws in Congress

He was an activist president who 
expanded presidential power

GOAL:  to improve various parts of 
American society in JFK’s memory

no POTUS had extended the role of the 
federal gov. like him since FDR

JOHNSON’S LEGACY
KENNEDY’S VICE PRESIDENT, 
VIETNAM war, MEDICARE



LBJ kept all of Kennedy’s cabinet on 
staff as to continue his legacy

Johnson had to win election on his 
own in 1964 against Barry Goldwater

BUT REFORMING AMERICA IN KENNEDY’S LEGACY 
WOULD REQUIRE SEVERAL THINGS...

AND SO WE HAVE...

once elected, Johnson proposed his 

plan: the “GREAT SOCIETY”



IMMIGRATIONPOVERTY

EDUCATIONENVIRONMENT

URBAN HOUSING HEALTHCARE

THINGS TO IMPROVE IN

THE GREAT SOCIETY



THE WAR ON POVERTY

LBJ’s 1st step in the Great Society 
was to alleviate poverty

1964 - Congress passes LBJ’s 
Economic Opportunity Act (EOA)

in 1964, LBJ also signs the Tax 
Reduction Act

it provided $1 billion in programs focused on 
job creation and education for the poor

helping the poor will boost the economy & 
create a stronger workforce

it cut corporate & personal taxes by $10 
billion and helped lead to job creation and 
greater income for the poor



HEALTHCARE & EDUCATION

next, LBJ changed Social Security 
by creating Medicare & Medicaid

LBJ also sponsored a massive 
increase in educational funding

he established Head Start and signed the 
Elementary & Secondary School Act

provides low-cost health insurance for 
elderly and welfare recipients

both are significant b/c they are used in 
large numbers TODAY

these programs funded college scholarships, 
high school textbooks, Special Education, 
preschools, and public broadcasting (PBS)



IMMIGRATION & HOUSING

hoping to fight discrimination, LBJ 
signed the Immigration Act of 1965

LBJ aimed to help poor and middle 
class Americans afford homes

Johnson also created the Dept. of 
Housing and Urban Development

he funded programs to build low-rent 
public housing for urban poor families

this Act ended quotas based on nationality 
that had been set since the early 1900s

this new department to the presidential 
cabinet would oversee fed. housing programs



SAVING THE ENVIRONMENT

LBJ was the 1st POTUS since TR to 
work on environmental protection 

LBJ signs the Water Quality Act of 
1965

Johnson also signs the Air Quality 
Act of 1967

the law required states to clean their rivers

Pollution was destroying America’s natural 
wonders & threatening citizen’s well-being

this law set air pollution guidelines and let 
fed. gov. enforce car emission standards



the supreme court was headed by 
Chief Justice Earl Warren

Warren’s court had been active in 
hearing monumental cases in the 60s

but the White House wasn’t the only 
branch of government changing society!

but...

now the liberal activism of the 60s 
would sweep thru the Supreme Court



MOST IMPORTANT WERE...

FOUR HISTORIC 
COURT CASES



THE WARREN 
SUPREME COURT

The court ruled that states must 
reapportion their congressional 
districts to represent population 

so that citizens had equal rep. 

baker v. carr (1962)

The court ruled that evidence 
seized illegally by police 
couldn’t be used in court

mapp v. ohio (1961)

The court ruled that courts must 
provide legal counsel to the 

accused if they couldn’t afford a 
lawyer

gideon v. wainwright (1963)

The court ruled that the accused 
must be read their rights before 

being questioned

miranda v. arizona (1966)



THE GREAT SOCIETY
effects 

of

The power of the federal gov. had 
been expanded like never before

The “War on Poverty” worked

The rights of the accused were 
better protected by law

poverty rate was cut in half b/w 1962 & 
1973 (21% to 11%)

along with that, deficit spending grew & a 
conservative backlash began (nixon, reagan)

the Warren Court rulings guaranteed rights 
for those innocent until proven guilty



CLOSURE

Write down FIVE things that 

were created from the Great 

Society that are still around 

today & describe how they 

affect you or your family!


