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1968 & 1969: 
A TUMULTUOUS END

UNIT 8  - day 1 4                              



POLITICAL TURMOIL

LBJ’S DECISION TO STEP AWAY FROM OFFICE 
CREATED A VOID IN THE 1968 ELECTION
V.P. Hubert Humphrey ran as the party 
favorite and successor to LBJ’s policies

BUT ROBERT “BOBBY” KENNEDY, LITTLE 
BROTHER OF JFK, ENTERED THE RACE
RFK ran as the candidate to end the war 
and stood for social justice (New Left)
He soon became a favorite to win as the 
party split b/w the old guard and new

RFK HAD SERVED AS ATTORNEY GENERAL 
UNDER HIS BROTHER, WAS A NY SENATOR, 
AND WAS CLOSE W/ MLK & CESAR CHAVEZ 



BUT A SERIES OF TRAGEDIES WOULD

CHANGE AMERICA 

FOREVER!
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KING IS ASSASSINATED

APRIL 4, 1968 - MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. IS 
SHOT AND KILLED IN MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE
He was in Memphis to march for rights 
for black sanitation city workers

KING WAS SHOT ON THE BALCONY OF HIS 
HOTEL BY JAMES EARL RAY
the night before, MLK sensed his death 
was near & compared himself to Moses
He urged African Americans to move 
forward peacefully w/o him

RIOTS BROKE OUT IN ALMOST EVERY MAJOR 
CITY AS BLACKS LASHED OUT
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RFK IS ASSASSINATED

JUNE 6, 1968 - ROBERT F. KENNEDY IS 
ASSASSINATED IN LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA
He had just won the democratic primary 
and had become the frontrunner in ’68

RFK WAS SHOT IN THE KITCHEN OF THE 
AMBASSADOR HOTEL
He had just finished addressing supporters 
in a victory speech
Palestinian extremist Sirhan Sirhan killed 
him b/c he supported Israel

THE NATION FELT A SENSE THAT EVERYTHING 
WAS ABOUT TO BECOME UNHINGED
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ELECTION OF 1968

POLITICAL CHAOS ENGULFS THE



DEMOCRATIC CONVENTION

SUMMER 1968 - DEMOCRATS GATHER IN 
CHICAGO TO NOMINATE HUMPHREY FOR PRES.
over 10k anti-war protestors show up to 
demonstrate the party’s war platform

THE CHICAGO MAYOR ORDERS POLICE TO 
CRACKDOWN ON THE PROTESTORS
TV broadcasts video of police beatings & 
protestors setting fires in the streets
inside the convention, the party descends 
into chaos and voters turn on the party

VOTERS WERE FED UP WITH LIBERALISM 
AND WANTED STABILITY, ELECTING 
REPUBLICAN RICHARD NIXON IN 1968



the radical liberalism of the late 60s 

had fallen out of favor

American counterculture was 
facing its last gasp

AS THE NATION STUMBLED TO THE END OF THE 
DECADE, 1969 WOULD BRING MILESTONES...

and that is...

one event will culminate the 1960s in 
an iconic moment in time



AUGUST 1969 - COUNTERCULTURE GATHERED 
ON A NEW YORK FARM FOR WOODSTOCK
the “music and art festival” saw 400k 
people sit in mud & rain for 3 days

THE PEACEFUL & WELL ORGANIZED FESTIVAL 
WAS THE HIGHLIGHT OF COUNTERCULTURE
Rock’s biggest stars came to play (Jimi 
Hendrix, Janis Joplin, Joe Cocker, etc.)

WOODSTOCK WAS A SYMBOLIC GOODBYE 
TO A DECADE THAT CHANGED AMERICA

THE WOODSTOCK FESTIVAL
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THE SIXTIES
unit clo

sure

Write down, in your 
opinion, the FIVE most 

significant events of the 
SIXTIES and explain why 
they were so significant 


