


THE FIGHT FOR

CIVIL RIGHTS

UNIT 7  - day 10                                      



BROWN  V.  BOARD OF EDUCATION
(1954)

1951 - 8 YEAR OLD LINDA BROWN IS 
DENIED ADMISSION TO HER LOCAL SCHOOL
the all white school was 4 blocks from her 

home, so she is forced to walk 20 blocks a day

LED BY ATTORNEY THURGOOD MARSHALL, 
THE NAACP SUES THE SCHOOL BOARD
they claim Brown’s citizen rights were violated 

by denying her equal access to education

UNANIMOUSLY, THE SUPREME COURT 
RULED SEGREGATION UNCONSTITUTIONAL
they rule that “separate but equal” is illegal 

and violates 14th amendment rights of citizens  

THE DECISION



CRISIS IN LITTLE ROCK

CIVIL RIGHTS ACT OF 1957 
GAVE THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 

MORE POWER TO ENFORCE 
SCHOOL DESEGREGATION

1957 - ARK. GOV. ORVAL FAUBUS TURNS 9 
BLACK STUDENTS AWAY FROM CENTRAL H.S.
the “Little Rock Nine” were students that 

were admitted to integrate Central High

8 OF THE 9 STUDENTS WERE ESCORTED 
BY THE NAACP INTO THE SCHOOL
the 9th, Elizabeth Eckford, walked in alone, 

surrounded by an angry mob that harassed her

PRESIDENT EISENHOWER SENT IN FEDERAL 
TROOPS TO GUARD THE STUDENTS DAILY
the troops would ensure the students could 

enter the school w/o being attacked

by the end of the year, gov. faubus closed the 

school down to prevent further integration



MONTGOMERY BUS BOYCOTT
1955 - ROSA PARKS, A SEAMSTRESS & 
NAACP MEMBER, IS ARRESTED IN ALABAMA
she refused to give up her seat to a white 

man and move to the rear of the bus

TO PROTEST SEGREGATION LAWS FOR 
BUSES, BLACKS STAGED A BUS BOYCOTT
african americans in the city stayed off buses 

and walked miles to work everyday

AFTER HARASSMENT, THREATS, & 
ARRESTS, THE BOYCOTT WORKED!
the buses were desegregated and the Supreme 

Court outlawed segregation on buses in 1956

the bus system ran empty, fees weren’t 

collected, white businesses were hurt



MARTIN LUTHER KING JR.
THE MONTGOMERY BUS BOYCOTT GAVE THE 
CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT A NEW LEADER
King was a 3rd generation Baptist minister 

with degrees in sociology and philosophy

KING HAD PREACHED DURING THE 
BOYCOTT & LED THE COMMUNITY
his leadership inspired the boycott to succeed, 

but he reluctantly accepted the leader role

KING ADVOCATED A NON-VIOLENT 
APPROACH KNOWN AS “SOUL FORCE”
MLK modeled this approach after Gandhi in 

India, who had peacefully protested British rule

MLK believed blacks shouldn’t give in & hate 

whites but should overcome it and love them



NEW GROUPS & STRATEGIES

THE SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP 
CONFERENCE WAS FORMED IN 1957
it was made up of black ministers and aimed to 

use churches as bases to organize protests

THE SCLC

THE STUDENT NON-VIOLENT COORDINATING 
COMMITTEE WAS FORMED IN 1960
it was made up of college students, both white 

and black, who pledged peaceful protests

SNCC

SNCC famously staged            at segregated 

lunch counters, were willing to be arrested

“SIT-INS”


