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BY 1952, THE COUNTRY WAS TIRED OF WAR
AND SKEPTICAL B /C OF HCCARTHYISH ...

ha&RRY TRUMAN dCOIAECS TO I‘IO'I'

RUN FOR R%@LQOTIOH
ThC ACMS PUT UP & WCAak

OandidaTte In adLal STevenson

N4
AMCRICANS WaAaNT OChaN6Ge afTECR

20 YCARS Of dém. PAGRTY RULC

WHICH LEADS TO...




DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER
R
— e

‘DYNANIC CONSERVATISH" &
FIFTIES PROSPERITY

NoyeMmber 1952 - War hero Gen. Dwight D.
Eisenhower IS elected to the presidency

“IKE" wow B8Y PROMIBING TO END WAR 1N KOREA,
AND BY REPRESENTING CHANGE TO POST—WAR CALM

lke belieyed that goy. should be fiscally
responsivle but Liberal w/ people’s rights
HE LOWERED TAXES, INCREASED MIMMUM WAGE &
ENTITLEMENTS, AND MADE 3 NEW CABINET OFFICES

See\ as a grand(atheely figure, lke followed

a MiddLe of the road admiNistratioN Style
USING PATRIOTISM, AN AGILITY TO AVOID CONTROVERSY,

AND OPTIMISM, lkE BECAME A



+1- INTERSTATE HIGHWAY,.

ONe Major Legacy of the Eisenhower

adMmINisteation IS the Inteerstate Highway | &
lke APPROVED THE CONSTRUCTION OF A SYSTEM OF| | |
ROADWAYS THAT CONNECTED THE ENTIRE COUNTRY =

AMericans used the highways to trayel
to woek from thelr suburban homes

THEY ALSO USED 1T TO TRAVEL AND VACATION

EISENHOWER
INTERSTATE
SYSTEM

FurTHeR THAN Berore CwATIONAL PARKS, ETC.)

As deriyers took to the roads, towns &
businesses popped up along the highways
OLD TOWNS ON OLDER ROADS DIEP OFF, TRAFFIC
JAMS LED TO STRESS & PEATHS, POLLUTION ROSE




THIS IS THE FIRST PROJECT
IN THE UNITED STATES
COMPLETED UNDER PROVISIONS OF THE NEW

FEDERAL AID HIGHWAY ACT of 1956

EIGHT MILES CONCRETE PAVEMENT ON US-40

INTERSTATE  ROUTE N1

NATIONAL SYSTEM OF INTERSTATE AND DEFENSE HIGHWAYS

LEGEND

Interstote System urban routes
dengnated m Seplember 1945

O Urban orses served

1-495 BELTWAY
1-270 10 1708 NORTH - BETHESDA
ROCKVILAE

Alameda St
Union Station
Ya MILE

— |




THE EISENHOWER ERA GIVES BIRTH TO THE




Az o NEW BUSINESS

The 50s AMerican woekforce transitioned "“ 4 L ,4 v
= ' !

feom "blue” to “white collag” jobs
THESE JOB3 WERE HIGHER™PAYING, MANAGERIAL
PROFESSI0NS BASED ON SERVICES, NOT GOODS

INSTEAD OF MAKING 60003, WORKERS 30LD G-OODS,
WEARING SUITS TO OFFICE JOB35, HAVING CAREERS

Two New types of business popped up:
i CONGLOMERATES

MAJOR CORPORATIONS THAT OWN MANY SMALLER
CoMPAMES v uNRELATED wousTriEs CEX. DisNEY) | | < \
: uii # I
| FRANCHISES 17 o ;__\ COAST 10 COAST

COMPAMIES THAT OFEER SIMILAR PRODUCTS IN MANY s - A e

oiceerent LocAarions Cex. McDonALD’s)




Az o; CONFORMITY

While AMeRricay MeN were Making careers,
they were LosiNg thelr INdiyiduality
Becomne A "orGAmzAarion mAN' wAs TuE wAY TO
ADVANCE, 50 WORKERS STANDARDIZED TO ‘it W'

MeN wore SaMe suits, saMme ties, white
shirts to the office as to Not stand out
WORKERS FOLLOWED THE CROWD, DiD AS THEY
were tord (it wAs 0ANGEROUS TO BE CREATIVE)

Companles Gaye personality tests to
potential hires to ensure they'd fit Iy
A WORKER WHO “RockeDd THE BOAT" wourp @e

5 80 TEAMWORK AND LOYALTY
WERE REWARDED MOST OF ALL




SUCCESS IN THE BUSINESS WORLD ALLOWED
ANERICANS TO PROVIDE FOR THEIR FAMILIES

o ————— — e —— — — — ee—— e - — — —_— e = —_— - — _—

mehn W/ STcady JOBS & hiGh PAY OOULA
GIVE ThCIR FAMILICS ThE “600d ThiNGS”

N

MOST AMECRICANS WORKE OFFIGE JOBS IN
ThC OITICS BUT LIVEed 1) T2 3RS

N4

W/ QMERICA ThE WORLA'S €CONOMIC
GIANT, ThE 50s WECRE & TIME Of PROSPCRITY

| N4
Q0 LET'C LOOK AT...




RTAMN FAMILY

During the 50s, the “AMericay Dream™
was oN the MINd of eyery family

PEOPLE GOT MARRIED YOUNG, WANTED A LOT OF
KIS, A LITTLE HOUSE W,/ A YARD, A cAR & A 006

| THE BRES BOUIN | (1945 - 1965)

The US bietheate soaes to an ayerage of 1bvaby
boen eyery 7-10 seconds (4.3 MIL per year!)

Birrus PER 1000 PEOPLE

1945 1950 1955 1960 1965

| ROLE OF GJomen

The 50s was a decade of setback for women, who
were expected to returN to the kitchen & housekeep

WoMeN were expected to stay hoMe, clean, cook, and
be obedient (eoles that were gloeified Iy the media)

WomeN who worked didy 't Make Much, and were
treated harassingly by Male superiors







Ut

New adyances and possibilities changed
the AMericay (amily dynaMic 1N the 1950s

(MOVING TO THE SUNBELT|

FaMmilies moyed (RoM cold, NortherN cliMates
(Frostbelt) to waeM, southeey cliMates (Sunpelt)

W/ aie conditioning ayallable IN homes, faMilies

0091005 LIFESTYLES

wanted to Liye IN More comfortable enylRONMeNtS

| MEDICINE & CHILDCARE

Childhood Moetality eates plummeted I\ the 50s b/c
of the creation of yaccines for tuphold and polio

De. Jonas Salk created a yaccine (or polio, a disease
that crippled and/or killed thousands of kids yearly

De. Rewjamiy Spock weote a book o child care,
eNcouragINg Mothers to stay hoMe and Nuetuee kids

" CHILD CARE
S S

PP - New, extensively revised and enlarged

BABY AND







“KEEPING UP ./ ;; /- JONESES”

With yast wealth & New goods ayallable,
AMericans bought Like neyer beforel

HANNG THE NEWEST AND THE BEST THINGS BECAME
A COMPETITION W/ NEIGHBORS IN SUBURBAN LIFE

i CONVENIENT NEW PRODUCTS

AMericans bought electric household appliances,
Like washing Machines, dishwashegs, (reezers, TVs

‘ PLANNED OBSOLESCENCE

Companies purposefully Made items that would
becoMe obsolete quickly to keep consumers buying

‘ AGE OF ADVERTISEMENT

A huge new INdustry deyeloped around adyertisement,

appealing to as to sell More i

products (ads ray oN TV, IN Magazines, oN Yillboards) |

e

SESe

THE NEW 1950 HUDSONS

IN THREE GREAT SERIES
Lower-priced Pacen )

aker « Famous Super « Custom € lore
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1) The 1950s AMerican Workplace

2) Suburbay Life and Women's Roles
3) 1950s AMerican ConsumeriSM




