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UNIT 7  - day 2                            

THE

COLD war
BEGINS



**TOP SECRET**
POST-WAR EUROPE
SOVIET INFLUENCE



Feb. 1945 - FDR, Churchill, Stalin 
meet at Yalta in the USSR to 
discuss plan for war’s end & peace

achievements of the meeting
After the war, Germany would be divided 
into 4 military zones, occupied by Allies

West Germany - 3 zones (US, UK, France)

East Germany - 1 larger zone (USSR)

City of Berlin - split into 4 military zones 

Stalin would allow free, democratic 
elections in Poland & eastern Europe

Soviets would declare war on Japan
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THE YALTACONFERENCE
REVIEW
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THE YALTACONFERENCE
PROMISES STALIN KEPT

PROMISES STALIN DIDN’T KEEP



CAUSES OF THE 
COLD war

LET’S TAKE A LOOK AT THE



Conflict (1945 - 1991) in which the U.S. & USSR 
sought IDEOLOGICAL world dominance   
w/o DIRECT CONFRONTATION 

THE  COLD war

UNITED STATES SOVIET UNION
create a new world order of 
self-determinant nations

install communist regimes in 
newly liberated eastern europe

protect democracies of europe create bloc of communist allies 
in eastern europe as protection

rebuild european economies 
for american capitalistic gains

capture resources of eastern 
europe as to rebuild ussr

distrusted stalin b/c of non-
aggression treaty with hitler

hated west b/c secret atomic 
bomb, delay in attacking hitler



COLD war 
ESCALATED

NOW, LET’S ANALYZE HOW THE



THE DIVISION OF GERMANY



GERMANY  &  EUROPE
AFTER WWII, GERMANY WAS SPLIT UP 
AND OCCUPIED AS PRESCRIBED AT YALTA
2 different nations, 4 militarized zones

THE CONTINENT WAS DIVIDED B/W 
DEMOCRATIC WESTERN EUROPE & 
COMMUNIST EASTERN EUROPE

THE SOVIETS OCCUPIED THE EASTERN 
EUROPEAN NATIONS TAKEN FROM HITLER

WEST GERMANY - 3 ZONES (US, UK, FRANCE)
EAST GERMANY - 1 LARGER ZONE (USSR)
CITY OF BERLIN - SPLIT INTO 4 MILITARY ZONES

DIVIDED



THE FALL OF EASTERN EUROPE



BY EARLY 1946, STALIN HAD INSTALLED 
COMMUNIST GOVS. IN EASTERN EUROPE
In Soviet-occupied Czechoslovakia, Poland, 
Hungary, Romania, and Yugoslavia

STALIN OUTLAWED DEMOCRATIC PARTIES 
SO COMMUNISTS WERE ASSURED ELECTION

THESE SOVIET SATELLITE NATIONS FORMED 
A COMMUNIST BLOC AGAINST THE WEST 

this was a violation of Yalta agreement and so 
by definition they were not “free elections”

Stalin intended to use these nations as economic 
colonies and military/political allies vs. the West

STALIN’SSATELLITE
NATIONS



THE “IRON CURTAIN”

ACROSS EUROPE



AS USSR HOSTILITY GROWS, TRUMAN 
DECIDES TO STOP “BABYING THE SOVIETS”

this policy states the US would resist Soviet 
attempts to expand its power and spread 
communism to other free countries

US ADOPTS THE POLICY OF CONTAINMENT

MARCH 1947 - TRUMAN ISSUES THE 
TRUMAN DOCTRINE
Truman promised economic and military aid to 
countries threatened by communism (threat)

THE TRUMAN DOCTRINE

over the next 3 years, the US sent over $400m 
to Greece & Turkey, keeping them democratic

The Truman Doctrine will 
dictate American foreign 

policy for the next 60 
years and even TODAY!



WHICH LEADS TO...

THE TRUMAN DOCTRINE WAS A SUCCESSFUL 
STRATEGY, BUT MORE WAS NEEDED TO BE DONE

THE US WANTED TO KEEP 

COMMUNISM FROM SPREADING WEST

THE US WANTED TO PREVENT WAR 

AND WAS LOOKING FOR ALTERNATIVES



1947 - DEVASTATED BY WAR, POVERTY & 
HUNGER PLAGUED WESTERN EUROPE 
w/ agriculture & industry in ruins, poorer 
nations were susceptible to communist aims

1947 - SEC. OF STATE GEORGE MARSHALL 
PROPOSES THE MARSHALL PLAN

THE PLAN WAS SUCCESSFUL IN HELPING 
REBUILD WESTERN EUROPE AFTER WWII

his plan would provide economic aid and 
supplies to all European nations who needed it

it boosted US prestige in Europe and helped 
tarnish Communist appeal to European voters

THE MARSHALL PLAN



THE BERLIN AIRLIFT



BERLIN
JUNE 1948 - STALIN CLOSES ALL GROUND 
ACCESS INTO DEMOCRATIC WEST BERLIN
Stalin is furious at the idea of a western gov. 
& economy sitting in communist east Germany

1949 - TO PROTECT AGAINST FUTURE SOVIET 
AGGRESSION, THE WEST FORMS NATO

THE US & UK BROKE THE SOVIET 
BLOCKADE W/ THE BERLIN AIRLIFT

stalin hoped to starve W. Berlin into submission

327 days, 277K flights, 2.3 million tons of 
supplies were dropped into West Berlin by air

North Atlantic Treaty Organization is a 
defensive alliance of 12 nations who pledged 
military support in the case of soviet attack

BLOCKADED



NORTH ATLANTIC TREATY 

ORGANIZATION (NATO)



ANALYSIS:  THE TRUMAN DOCTRINE


