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**TOP SECRET**
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SAIPAN (1944)
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IWO JIMA (1945)



THE ALLIED WAR PLAN
THE DEFEAT AT PEARL HARBOR HAD 
MISSED THE US CARRIERS AND SUB FLEET
the US would have to defend the pacific with 
aircraft & subs until the pacific battleship 
fleet could be repaired

IN ADDITION, THE TYPE OF WARFARE 
WOULD BE VERY DIFFERENT FROM EUROPE
Japan’s Empire stretched over the water & 
islands, so it would require ISLAND HOPPING
a strategy of naval bombardments followed 
by marine landings from island to island

THE US WOULD NEED THE HELP OF THEIR 
AUSTRALIAN ALLIES IN THE SOUTH 
PACIFIC TO PULL OFF VICTORY!



SOUTH PACIFIC VICTORIES



4 MONTHS AFTER PEARL, 16 US PLANES 
PULL OFF DARING BOMBING RAID ON TOKYO
it lifted US spirits, shocked Japan into 
realization US could fight back hard!

US & AUSTRALIAN FORCES DEFEAT JAPANESE 
INVASION FORCE IN ALL-AIR BATTLE
allied victory turned back Japanese invasion 
of Australia, kept important ally safe

THE DOOLITLE RAID

BATTLE OF THE CORAL SEA

1ST ACTION SEEN BY MARINES IN WWII, JAPAN 
FAILED TO HOLD A VITAL AIR FIELD (BOMB AUS)

BATTLE OF GUADALCANAL

AMERICA FIGHTS BACK



THE BATTLE OF MIDWAY



“AVENGED PEARL HARBOR”
JUNE 1942 - US LAUNCH A CARRIER 
ATTACK ON THE JAPAN. CARRIER FLEET
caught off-guard, the Japanese are easy 
targets for US torpedo planes & bombers

THE ALLIED VICTORY AT MIDWAY IS A 
TURNING POINT IN THE PACIFIC WAR

THE NAVAJO CODE TALKERS PLAYED A 
MAJOR ROLE IN THE VICTORY

by battle’s end, the Japanese had lost 4 
carriers, 1 destroyer, and 250 planes

w/ the Japanese carrier fleet crippled, the 
US had air dominance & started island hopping

Navajo marines used the ancient Navajo language 
as code to confuse the Japanese throughout WWII



and so next we have...

WITH A SIGNIFICANT NAVAL VICTORY AT 
MIDWAY, THE US BEGAN A MAJOR OFFENSIVE

THE PUSH INVOLVED NEUTRALIZING 

THE REST OF THE JAPANESE NAVY

IN DESPERATION, JAPAN 

IMPLEMENTED KAMIKAZE ATTACKS

BUT THE KAMIKAZES COULDN’T STOP 

THE US ADVANCE TOWARD JAPAN



THE BATTLE OF IWO JIMA



“SULFUR ISLAND”
FEB. 1945 - MARINES LAND ON THE MOST 
FORTIFIED ISLAND ON EARTH -  IWO JIMA
over 20K Japanese were entrenched in defense

6000 MARINES DIED TAKING THE ISLAND, 
ONLY 200 JAPANESE SURVIVED

GENERAL DOUGLAS MACARTHUR RETOOK 
THE PHILIPPINES IN 1944

heavy naval bombardment did little to soften 
defenses & landing waves took heavy losses

the victory was immortalized by the image of 
marines raising the flag on mount suribachi

combined with the victory at iwo jima, the US 
could now plan an invasion of the last island 
stronghold outside Japan: OKINAWA



THE BATTLE OF OKINAWA



THE BATTLE OF OKINAWA (1945)



THE BLOODIEST BATTLE
APRIL 1945 - US ASSUALTS THE ISLAND 
OF OKINAWA, ONLY 350 MILES OFF JAPAN
about 2000 kamikazes killed 5K sailors, sunk 
30 american ships

JUNE 1945 - THE US CONTROLLED THE 
ISLAND, BUT AT AN ENORMOUS COST

W/ OKINAWA AND IWO JIMA TAKEN, THE 
STAGE WAS SET FOR THE INVASION OF 
JAPAN

marines faced tougher resistance than iwo jima 
b/c of tunnels and caves filled w/ 100ks

the US lost over 7000 men, more than iwo jima
Japan lost 110,000, including ritual suicides



 1) 3 things you learned about the Battle of Midway

2) Describe the strategies of Island Hopping and 
Kamikazes

3) 3 things you learned about the Battles of Iwo 
Jima and Okinawa
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