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THE ALLIED WAR PLAN
12/22/41 - FDR AND CHURCHILL MEET TO 
DESIGN THE ALLIED PLAN FOR VICTORY
the friendship b/w the two men is legendary
“It is fun to be in the same decade as you.”

THE TWO, MEETING W/O STALIN, MAKE 
TWO KEY DECISIONS:

hitler was the bigger threat, so the defeat 
of Germany & Italy was the Allies priority

#1

only UNCONDITIONAL SURRENDER of the 
Axis Powers would be accepted

#2

DESPITE HIS DISTRUST OF THE WEST, 
STALIN AGREES TO ALLY WITH THE U.S & 
ENGLAND TO FORM THE ALLIED POWERS



AND THE BATTLE FOR EUROPE IS ON...

BEFORE FIGHTING THE WAR IN EUROPE, THE U.S. 
HAD TO WIN THE BATTLE OF THE ATLANTIC

HITLER ORDERED HIS WOLF PACK SUB 

FLEET TO SINK ALL ALLIED SHIPS

LIKE WWI, THE ALLIES USE THE CONVOY 

SYSTEM TO PROTECT SHIPS & SINK SUBS

BY 1943, U-BOAT LOSSES WERE TOO 

GREAT & HITLER’S PLAN WAS FOILED



OPERATION BARBAROSSA



SPRING 1942 - AFTER A BITTER WINTER, 
THE NAZIS EASILY ROLLED THRU THE USSR
Hitler wanted to seize soviet oil fields & 
crush the industrial city of Stalingrad

SEPT. 1942 - THE GERMANS HAD 90% OF 
THE CITY WHEN WINTER SET IN

SURROUNDED, FROZEN, STARVING, 
GERMAN TROOPS END SIEGE & SURRENDER

Soviets were on their heels, Germany seemed 
unstoppable (soviets: surrender the city?)

w/ Nazis stopped, the Soviet Red Army 
rushed reinforcements in for counterattack

a turning point on the Eastern front, this 
victory ended Hitler’s hopes for conquering USSR 

THE BATTLE OF STALINGRAD



which leads to...

WITH THE EASTERN FRONT IN TURMOIL, THE 
ALLIES MET TO DISCUSS THE INVASION OF EUROPE

STALIN PUSHED FOR THE DIRECT US/UK 

INVASION OF WESTERN EUROPE

HE HOPED OPENING A WESTERN FRONT 

WOULD RELIEVE HIS ARMY IN THE EAST

UNSURE OF THE UNTESTED US FORCES, 
ANOTHER FRONT WAS AGREED UPON



OPERATION “TORCH”



this is the 1st real combat test for US troops

PATTON’S 7TH ARMY PUSHED EAST 
AGAINST HITLER’S TOUGH AFRIKA KORPS.

MAY 1943 - WITH THE BRITS PUSHING 
WEST OUT OF EGYPT, NAZI TROOPS 
RETREATED OUT OF TUNISIA TO ITALY

mostly tank warfare, US troops are led by 
the unstoppable General George S. Patton

defeats were followed by magnificent victories 
as US troops gained valuable experience

w/ victory in Africa, Hitler is in retreat on 
two fronts and the Allies plan their next move 

THE NORTH AFRICA CAMPAIGN
FALL 1942 - ALLIES INVADE MOROCCO & 
ALGERIA IN NORTHERN AFRICA



THE ITALIAN CAMPAIGN



THE INVASION OF ITALY

w/ battles like “bloody Anzio”, it would take 
10,000s of casualties, two more years of fighting,  
& Italian defection to conquer Italy (1945)

Patton’s 7th Army dominated Italian forces and 
captured the island

ITALIAN RESISTANCE COLLAPSES & THE 
ITALIAN PEOPLE DEPOSE MUSSOLINI

ITALY WOULD BECOME A BLOODY & HARD 
FOUGHT CAMPAIGN

from sicily & tunisia, US troops invaded the 
Italian peninsula

determined to hold italy & keep Allies out of 
Germany, Hitler sends massive reinforcements

JULY 1943 - ALLIES PURSUE RETREATING 
GERMANS & INVADE SICILY



OPERATION “TORCH”

1942 - 1943

ITALIAN CAMPAIGN
1943 - 1945

**TOP SECRET**
U.S. TROOP MOVEMENTS

WHAT WERE SOME CONSEQUENCES OF THESE 

CAMPAIGNS?



TEHRAN CONFERENCE
DECEMBER 1943 - “BIG THREE” MEET IN IRAN 
& COMMIT TO OPENING WESTERN FRONT

THE TUSKEGEE AIRMEN WERE AN ALL-
AFRICAN AMERICAN AIR SQUADRON

THE 442ND REGIMENT WERE AN ALL-NISEI 
ARMY CO., MOST DECORATED IN US HIST.

MINORITY WAR HEROES

OPERATION “OVERLORD”
W/ GERMANY RETREATING IN EAST & SOUTH, 
ALLIES BEGIN PLANS FOR INVASION OF FRANCE


