


UNIT 6 - DAY 1 3                      

VICTORY IN       

EUROPE



the plan was given the code-

name “OPERATION OVERLORD”

WHILE FIGHTING IN ITALY, THE ALLIES 
BEGAN PLANS TO INVADE EUROPE

which leads to...

over 3 million us, british, & 
canadian troops assembled in UK

US general DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER 

was given command of it



D-DAY:
June 6, 1944 - Allied forces attack 
the beaches of Normandy, France

Paratroopers dropped behind 
enemy lines to secure key sites

Pre-dawn naval bombardment of 
German defenses along the coast

3.5 million troops used amphibious 
crafts to land under heavy fire

Allies had built a phony army as a 
diversion for Germans at Calais

It worked, and Hitler refused to 

send reinforcements to Normandy

OVERLORD”
“OPERATION



D-DAY



Tanks, jeeps, supplies, forces that 

would push into France & Germany

The Allies suffered an estimated 
10,000 casualties at Normandy

By early July, the Allies had landed 
nearly 1 mil troops, 180K vehicles

By August, Gen. George S. Patton’s 
Third Army rolled into France

8/25/44 - US and French forces 

liberate Paris, drive Nazis into retreat

Sept 1944 - Western front had been 

ripped open, Germany was in retreat

THE COSTS OF D-DAY

LIBERATING FRANCE



HOWEVER...

IT’S NOT OVER YET!



the

Fall 1944 - Allies pushed east toward 
Germany, chasing retreating Nazis

12/16/44 - Hitler orders a last-ditch, 
surprise attack

Germans attack the 101st Airborne 
and pin them down near Bastogne

Battle of the Bulge

caught in freezing temps, w/o supplies 

and cut-off from reinforcements

was the final German attack of WWII

12/26/44 - American tanks arrive and 
drive the Germans into final retreat

BULGETHE BATTLE 

OF THE



soviets were driving into the 
german heartland in the east

americans, brits, french were 

pushing into the reich in the west

by summer 1944 , germany was 
retreating on all fronts

but as they advanced, they 
found...



THE HORRORS 
OF THE HOLOCAUST

to cover up the evidence, Germans 

cremated/buried mass heaps of bodies

Allied troops liberated Nazi death 
camps in western & eastern fronts

6 million Jews were killed in mass 
executions, concentration camps

FDR had been reluctant to accept 
Jewish refugees to America
He allowed Jews of special merit, but 

denied the average refugee

Soviets were first to find atrocities, 

concentration camps in Poland



FINALLY, LET’S COVER...

THE  DEFEAT  OF

Germany



Feb. 1945 - FDR, Churchill, Stalin 
meet at Yalta in the USSR to 
discuss plan for war’s end & peace

achievements of the meeting
After the war, Germany would be divided 
into 4 military zones, occupied by Allies

West Germany - 3 zones (US, UK, France)

East Germany - 1 larger zone (USSR)

City of Berlin - split into 4 military zones 

Stalin would allow free, democratic 
elections in Poland & eastern Europe

Soviets would declare war on Japan

#1

#2

#3

THE YALTACONFERENCE



4/12/45 - FDR unexpectedly dies in 
Warm Springs, GA

FDR’s sudden death was shocking, 
sank the nation into despair

Vice President Harry S. Truman was 
sworn in and became the 33rd POTUS

he was more than a leader, he was a 

fatherly figure and a friend

A LOSS FOR THE

AGES



By April 1945, German resistance 
was defeated & the Reich was done

4/20/45 - As the Soviets shelled 
Berlin, Hitler and his top officials 
committed suicide in his bunker

5/7/1945 - Germany surrenders 
unconditionally to the Allies

5/8/45 - “V-E Day” (Victory is 
Europe) officially ends the war in 
Europe while the Pacific rages on

Hitler’s death caused desertions & 

surrenders among Nazi forces

Germany
SURRENDERS




