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millions of unemployed 
americans had been put to work

millions more had received direct 
relief to help meet basic needs

BY 1934, THE NEW DEAL WAS IN FULL 
SWING AND AMERICANS WERE BENEFITING

HOWEVER...

confidence in the nation’s future 
was surging



THERE WAS

growing opposition
TO THE NEW DEAL



growing opposition
TO THE NEW DEAL

THE COURT RULED THAT THESE PROGRAMS GAVE THE 
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT TOO MUCH POWER OVER STATES

THE SUPREME COURT

AGRICULTURAL ADJUSTMENT ACT AAA

NATIONAL INDUSTRIAL RECOVERY ACT NIRA

UNCONSTITUTIONAL
UNCONSTITUTIONAL

THE  EXTREMISTS

FDR HADN’T DONE ENOUGH TO HELP THE POOR & REFORM THE ECONOMY TO FIX IT FOREVERLIBERALS:
FORMED THE AMERICAN LIBERTY LEAGUE, ARGUED CITIZEN’S RIGHTS WERE IN DANGERCONSERVATIVES:

A SENATOR FROM LOUISIANA, LONG WAS FDR’S MOST VOCAL CRITICHUEY LONG:
HE PROPOSED A “SHARE OUR WEALTH” PROGRAM ACROSS THE COUNTRY, 
GUARANTEEING LAND, FOOD, EDUCATION FOR ALL (HE WAS ASSASSINATED IN 1935)



opposition
ROOSEVELT RESPONDS

THE SUPREME COURT

THE  EXTREMISTS

TO THE 

1937 - FDR PROPOSED A COURT REORGANIZATION BILL 
THAT WOULD CHANGE THE NUMBER OF JUSTICES TO 15
essentially, it would let FDR add 6 new 

justices so his programs wouldn’t be threatened

FDR WAS CRITICIZED FOR WHAT APPEARED TO BE A 
CONSTITUTIONAL “POWER GRAB”, BUT WAS FORGIVEN

THE “COURT-PACKING” BILL IS 

COMMONLY SEEN AS THE BIGGEST 

MISTAKE OF ROOSEVELT’S 

PRESIDENCY

FDR TOOK HIS MESSAGE TO THE PEOPLE, WHERE HE 
FOUND A MAJORITY OF AMERICANS SUPPORTED HIM



LAUNCHEd THE

so with the support of the nation,

NEW DEAL

SECOND

acknowledging that there was 

still more to do, FDR launched a 

new wave of programs that 

focused on long-term recovery 

and more direct relief to 

American workers and farmers

THE “SECOND HUNDRED DAYS”



THE SECOND
NEW DEAL

HELPING  FARMERS

PROTECTING WORKERS

FDR RESTRUCTURED THE           TO MAKE 
IT ALIGN W/ THE CONSTITUTION
Once again, farmers decreased crop surpluses, 

which increased farm prices & farmers income

AAA

W/ THE             STRUCK DOWN, FDR CREATED 
THE NATIONAL LABOR RELATIONS BOARD

correcting what 

the courts 
struck 

down

NIRA
NLRB

AKA the WAGNER ACT, it protected workers 

from unfair business practices and protected 

unions right to collectively bargain



JOBS

SECOND
NEW DEAL

creating



1935 - WORKS PROGRESS ADMINISTRATION                     
           BEGAN PUTTING AMERICANS TO WORK 
its focus was to provide public works jobs 

to unskilled and professional workers

THE WPA CREATED 8 MILLION JOBS IN 
VARIOUS AREAS OF LIFE IN AMERICA
its workers built 850 airports & 125k public 

buildings, laid 651,000 miles of roads, made 

clothes for the needy, painted murals

WHILE THESE JOBS WEREN’T PERMANENT, 
THE WORK GAVE PEOPLE DIGNITY & INCOME
one worker: “Even when a man raked leaves, 

he got paid, he had some dignity.”

JOBScreatingcreating JOBS
WPA





RELIEF

SECOND
NEW DEAL

PROVIDING

AND

REFORM



IN 1935, FDR SIGNED THE SOCIAL SECURITY 
ACT, CREATING THE SOCIAL SECURITY SYSTEM
this system, still in effect today, benefits 

retirees, the elderly, and the unemployed

SOCIAL SECURITY PROVIDED DIRECT RELIEF TO 
THE UNEMPLOYED & WORKERS ON DISABILITY

SOCIAL SECURITY ALSO PROVIDED RETIREMENT 
INSURANCE TO THE ELDERLY
workers pay into their fund over their career, 

receive check monthly after age 65

the unemployed temporarily received $15-$18 

a week to meet needs until they found work

RELIEF
PROVIDING

REFORMAND

PROVIDING

REFORMRELIEFAND

protected against 

poverty in old age( )
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WHAT WAS THE EFFECT?

WHILE PROVIDING SOME DIRECT RELIEF, THE 

DIGNITY OF WORK AND LONG-TERM REFORM  

THAT THESE PROGRAMS PROVIDED LAID THE 

GROUNDWORK FOR RECOVERY AND SECURITY

RESTRUCTURING THE 

AGRICULTURAL ADJUSTMENT ACT 

WORKS PROGRESS 

ADMINISTRATION

SOCIAL SECURITY ACT
NATIONAL LABOR 

RELATIONS BOARD



ANSWER THE 

FOLLOWING:

CLOSURE

Were the programs created 
by Roosevelt and the New 

Deal worth the cost in 
taxpayer funds?  Explain using 

specific examples from the 
programs we’ve discussed in 

class.


