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WOMEN                              
IN THE TWENTIES



it DOUBLED the voter base in the 1920 ELECTION

the ratification of the amendment was HASTENED by 
women’s contributions at home during WORLD WAR I

it INSTANTLY made women a POWERFUL POLITICAL 
FORCE in american politics

THE 19TH AMENDMENT
1920 - The RIGHT TO VOTE 

is guaranteed to ALL 

CITIZENS regardless of 
GENDER

KEY ASPECTS OF THE AMENDMENT



THE  TWENTIES

WOMAN
AFTER GAINING SUFFRAGE, 

WOMEN IN THE 20S BEGAN TO 
ASSERT INDEPENDENCE, 

CHALLENGING TRADITIONAL 
VALUES, AND DEMANDING   

EQUAL RIGHTS!



...and to take up new jobs!

Employment in white collar jobs 
spiked for women
nurses, teachers, clerks, bankers

As vets returned home, women left 
the factories to return home

women were ideal for these jobs b/c there 
was no room for promotion, higher pay

2 million women workers clerical jobs, 
another 2 million on assembly lines
female contributions during World War I 
earned them respect & credibility

NEW JOBS FOR WOMEN



IN THE 1920S, NOT ONLY DID WOMEN’S 
SALARIES INCREASE, BUT THE TYPE OF 
JOBS THEY WORKED CHANGED TOO!
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Marriage and birthrates declined     
in the 1920s
women dated longer, focused on their 
careers & exercised their new options

A woman’s role in the family, 
marriage, society modernized

new economic/political power for women 
led to increased use of birth control

New appliances made life for 
housewives more convenient
w/ more autonomy, women were free 
from traditional family responsibilities

NEW ROLES FOR WOMEN
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she threw off the stuffy Victorian 
restrictions, embraced urban style & 
attitudes

She was the symbol of rebellious 
youth, sophisticated 20s women
she wore rouge, kiss-proof lipstick, short 
beaded dresses, and long pearls

The ideal image of the emancipated 
young woman of the 1920s

she cut her hair to a short bob, dyed it jet 
black, and wore fashionable hats and bands
she stayed out all night w/ the boys, 
smoked cigarettes, drank, played sports

THE “FLAPPER”

she was SASSY and LIBERATED



THE NEW, LIBERATED FLAPPER 
IMAGE SHATTERED THE OLD, 
MODEST VICTORIAN IMAGE 

THAT WOMEN WERE EXPECTED 
TO LIVE UP TO.

IT REVOLUTIONIZED THE IMAGE 
OF WOMEN FOREVER!

OLD  VS. MODERN  

 VS.

 VS.



Young people threw off old courting 
rituals and embraced casual dating

The flapper image was used in 
magazines, movies to sell goods 

however, many young girls and elders 
resisted the loose morals of the flappers

Still, a double standard existed for 
men and women in dating
men were granted greater freedom in 
dating while women were judged harshly

THE DOUBLE STANDARD

women were drawn to the fashionable image 
but in reality it was hard to live up to


