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FIRST, LET’S LOOK AT...

THE PHILIPPINES



PHILIPPINE-AMERICAN WAR
Filipinos were outraged by Treaty of 
Paris b/c it re-subjugated them!

1898 - Emilio Aguinaldo leads Filipino 
revolt vs. US control

Filipinos used guerilla tactics, force 
brutal conflict w/ superior US forces

By 1902, the rebellion was put down

US had promised independence, but instead 
annexed them as territory

Americans place Filipinos in zones, camps, 
thousands die from disease, starvation

US had essentially become like Spain in 
the eyes of the Filipinos





AMERICAN INFLUENCE EVEN REACHED

CHINA



OPEN DOOR POLICY
China is the “sick old man” of Asia

US Sec. of State John Hay issued 
“Open Notes” to each nation in China

war-torn & carved up by foreign powers, 
China was more an outpost than a nation

he proposed to openly share trade access 
in China w/o cutting out the US

UK, France, Russia, Japan, Germany all had 
SPHERES OF INFLUENCE in China

the nations agreed, preventing a Euro-
Asian monopoly in trade in China

US claimed a stake in valuable 
markets, sold goods and made money
staked claim in Asian affairs into future





THE BOXER REBELLION
European powers dominated control of 
most of China

One group, the “Boxers”, openly 
attacked foreigners and missionaries

Chinese resentment of “Foreign devils” 
boiled over in secret resistance societies

goal was to wipe China clean of all 
“western influence”, so they even killed 
Chinese Christians

American/European alliance of troops 
killed 1000s and crushed the uprising
US economic & military role in China set 
up huge American influence in Asia



1) validated America’s status as 
    real global power

2) set a precedent that US would 
    protect economic interests w/ 
    force anywhere in the world

WHY IS THAT IMPORTANT?


