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and so...

 america WINS THE WAR WITH SPAIN

american becomes the dominant 

force in the western hemisphere

cuba, puerto rico, guam, & cuba 

give US worldwide influence

US must incorporate these 

territories



NEXT, LET’S LOOK AT...

PUERTO RICO



RULING PUERTO RICO
After the war w/ Spain, US Congress 
was split on the fate on Puerto Rico

1900 - Congress passes the Foraker 
Act

1917 - Congress grants full US 
citizenship to Puerto Ricans

ultimately, it was placed under military 
rule until a decision could be made

ended military rule, set up a civil gov.

Bill of Rights applies, they could elect 
their own Congress (still applies today)

POTUS appoints governor & upper house

Puerto Ricans elect lower house



1) america satisfied the Puerto 
    Rican people as to avert 
    rebellion

2) ensured American military 
    presence in Caribbean in long-
   term

WHY IS THAT IMPORTANT?



next up...

CUBA



BALANCING CUBA
When war w/ Spain broke out, the US 
recognized Cuba’s independence

1900 - US insists that Cuba add the 
Platt Amendment to their constitution

US threatened to keep US military in 
Cuba it the Platt Amend. wasn’t added

TELLER AMENDMENT pledged that US 
wouldn’t intervene and seize Cuban land

Cuba couldn’t go into debt, make treaties 
that limits Cuba’s self-governance

Cuba becomes a US PROTECTORATE

US can lease or buy Cuban land for 
military bases & freely intervene in Cuba

(country whose affairs are partially controlled by a 
stronger power)



1) america’s authority in Cuba 
    lasted another 50 years

2) even today, US military bases in 
    Cuba maintain American
    control of the Western 
    Hemisphere

WHY IS THAT IMPORTANT?




