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“King George III has waged cruel war 
against human Nature itself...He has 

stopped every attempt to prohibit or to 
restrain the disgusting business of 

slavery. He is determined to keep open a 
market where men are bought and sold.”

WHY DID THIS 

HAPPEN? 
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the slave trade was protected 
by law in America until 18!5

SLAVES WERE BROUGHT FROM 
AFRICA AGAINST THEIR WILL 
THROUGH THE MIDDLE PASSAGE



Slaves provided a free labor 
force  to the agricultural South
as the # of indentured servants 

shrank, slaves replaced them

With slaves declared property 
and property protected by law,  
the number of slaves in the 
Southern colonies soared

ENSLAVED ?SO WHY    

  WERE THEY

the plantation, cash-crop Southern 

economy required many field hands
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STATES 

SOUTHERN &

Slavery was used much less, 
tended to see it as cruel and 
supported its abolition

Slavery was crucial to their plantation 
economy, saw it as part of their livelihood, 
fought strongly to maintain its legality

 WESTERN STATES

SLAVERY DIVIDES THE

NORTHERN STATES



PEOPLE 

ABOLITIONISTS SLAVEOWNERS

SLAVERY DIVIDES THE

Wanted to end slavery 
forever in America based on 
moral beliefs & human rights

Saw abolition as an attack on 
their property rights, their 
livelihood, and themselves

WILLIAM LLOYD GARRISON
Author of             

“The Liberator”

FREDERICK DOUGLASS
Freed slave, 

Abolitionist speaker

JOHN C. CALHOUN
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“Be it good or bad, slavery has 
grown up with our society and 

institutions, and is so 
interwoven with them that to 
destroy it would be to destroy 

us as a people.”
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GOVERNMENT 

SLAVERY DIVIDES THE

The main concern in

CONGRESS

EQUAL REPRESENTATIONwas

between slave states 

and free states

FREE STATES SLAVE STATES

Free states feared a 
majority by slave states 

would mean legal 
slavery forever

Slave states feared a 
majority by free states 
would mean the abolition 

of slavery
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Every time a

NEW STAT
E

UNION
joined the

it declared whether it 

would allow slavery or not

FREE STATES SLAVE STATES

...and their 

representatives 

would tip the 

balance in power!
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In order to

PRESERVE THE UNION

BALANCE 

POWER

another state would be 

admitted to the nation to

FREE STATES SLAVE STATES



THE UNION
COMPROMISE SAVES

The MISSOURI COMPROMISE 
(1820)

1) Missouri is admitted 

as a slave state

2) Maine is admitted 

as a free state

The COMPROMISE of 1850
1) california is admitted 

as a free state

2) NM and Utah can 

decide for themselves

The KANSAS-NEBRASKA ACT
1) Kansas and Nebraska 

decide for themselves

2) Neb. votes free, 

Kansas votes slave



These divisions will lead to
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socialthat will lead to

effects we’re still 

dealing with today!
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WHY DOES IT MATTER?



 What would the country have been like if 
the Founding Fathers had abolished 
slavery in the Constitution in 1787?

CLOSURE

Discuss the question below:


