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LED TO A MASS MIGRATION 
WEST TO ACQUIRE LAND, 
ECONOMIC MOBILITY, AND 
SOCIO-ECONOMIC FREEDOM
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let’s analyze...

MIGRATION FOR 

LAND



Jefferson’s  LOUISIANA PURCHASE



Jefferson’s  LOUISIANA PURCHASE



SETTLERS & WESTERN LANDS
Settlers followed trails on 
covered wagons to find their new 
homes & farms

texas
Mexico opens Texas territory to 
Americans to help settle the land

Oregon, Santa Fe, California, Old 
Spanish Trails

Americans bring slaves w/ them, but 
Mexico opposes & closes it borders
it’s too late, & Americans pour in 
revolt against Mexico
Texans declare independence & 
Texas Republic applies for 
statehood in the United States



1800s-  trailblazing west



US war with mexico
Shortly after, US declares war on 
Mexico over territorial tensions

America EASILY defeats Mexico in 
2 years

partly to protect Texans, partly to 
satisfy war hawks in Congress

Gens. Scott & Taylor invade Mexico
California militants rise up

Spoils - Mexican Cession
lands of CA, NV, NM, AZ, TX, UT

Mexican power is diminished
US becomes dominant in N. America









let’s analyze...

MIGRATION FOR 

ECONOMICS



NEW BEGINNINGS / NEW WEALTH

Land abundance, economic panic in 
East led to massive migration West

The California Gold Rush

farmers, merchants trekked dangerous 
trails for land, new markets

John C. Fremont led an expedition 
to Mexican-controlled California
thru force, Fremont and settlers 
declared independence
claim the “BEAR FLAG REPUBLIC”

2 years later, gold is discovered
thousands migrate West for vast 
riches (“GOLDEN STATE”)







let’s analyze...

MIGRATION FOR 

RELIGION



CHANCE FOR RELIGIOUS FREEDOM

Methodist missionaries blazed the 
Oregon Trail

The Mormon Migration

planned to convert western Indians

Mormons face vicious persecution in 
East for their beliefs
Led by Joseph Smith, they traveled 
to IL where Smith was murdered
New leader Brigham Young led them 
west to the Great Salt Lake

The Mormons settle “Deseret” in 
modern day Utah
Land where they could live and 
worship free from persecution



MANIFEST DESTINY
The IMPORTANCE of the 

MOVEMENT

EXPANDED American society, culture, government BY

spreading AMERICANS from COAST to COAST
GOVERNMENT ACTION to EXPAND TERRITORY
settlements out west SPREAD RELIGION and create 
NEW MARKETS
reinforcing AMERICAN SELF-DETERMINATION


