
RELIGIOUS

the right to
 practice 

any relig
ion you 

choose, or to live 

without any relig
ion 

at all

some American colonists 
were fleeing persecution 
by the Church of England

the King, as head of the 
church, would discriminate 
against other religions

FREEDOM



COLONIES
RELIGION     
IN THE

UNIT 1 . 3     



BUT OTHER COLONIES 

WERE FO
UNDED ON 

RELIG
IOUS PRINCIPLES 

BEFORE TH
EY BECAME 

PROFITA
BLE

COLONIES
THE

CATHOLICS

QUAKERS

PURITANS



BAY  COLONYMASSACHUSETTS

Founded by John Winthrop and 
the Puritans @ Plymouth, MA
fled persecution by ANglican 

Church in England b/c Puritan 

faith is different & strict

FOUNDING

First example of democratic 
self-gov. in the colonies

THE MAYFLOWER COMPACT

this document set-up a 

democratically-elected gov. for 

the Puritans on Massachusetts



&PENNSYLVANIA

William Penn founds Pennsylvania 
as a Quaker colony
to help others escape 

persecution, he opens it to all 

religions & signs peace w/ Indians

PENNSYLVANIA

Lord Baltimore founds Maryland 
as a safe-haven for Catholics

MARYLAND

founded in the spirits of freedom 

to worship & separation of Church 

and state (Church of England)

MARYLAND



RELIGIOUS
INTOLERANCE

IN NEW ENGLAND
THE MASSACHUSETTS BAY 
COLONY WAS OPEN TO NO 
OTHER FAITHS BUT PURITANS

THE PURITANS OPENLY TRIED 
AND EXECUTED INNOCENT 
WOMEN OF WITCHCRAFT



RELIGIOUS
INTOLERANCE

IN NEW ENGLAND
The Puritans chased Roger 
Williams from massachusetts

Williams spoke out against 
Puritan persecution of Indians 
and non-Puritans in the colony
puritans move to arrest/execute 

him, so he flees south of Mass.

Williams founds the new colony 
of Providence, Rhode Island
He opens it to ALL RELIGIONS

(TOTAL RELIGIOUS FREEDOM)



AWAKENING
THE GREAT

Period in 18th 

century that saw a 

revival in RELIG
ION in 

colonial America 

and caused an 

increase in 

EVANGELIS
M and the 

number of new 

Christian 

DENOMINATIONS



WHY DOES IT MATTER?

The Founders were

RELIGIOUS

THEIR FAITHand

influenced their choices 

when making the nation

THEY INVOKED GOD IN THE 
FOUNDING DOCUMENTS

They saw the freedom to 
worship as an essential 
liberty to citizens



WHY DOES IT MATTER?

But they also saw the

DANG
ERS

NATIONAL 

RELIGION

of a

THEY FEARED THE RELIGIOUS 
PERSECUTION THAT THE 
EARLY COLONISTS ENDURED

THEY SOUGHT TO PROTECT 
CITIZENS FROM A 
NATIONALIZED RELIGION BY 
SEPARATING GOV. AND FAITH


