
MERCANTILISM The more colonies a 

nation has, the
MORE WEALTHMORE POWER

and

it has!



COLONIES
UNIT 1 . 1     

MERCANTILISM 
AND THE



COLONIES
 Countries or areas 

under the politic
al 

control of another 

country, typically a 

distant one, and 

occupied by settl
ers 

from that country



AMERICA BEGAN AS 13 BRITISH-controlled 

COLONIES on THE EAST COAST OF NORTH AMERICA

Settled by BRIT
ONS

 of

differe
nt bac

kground
s

differe
nt reas

onsfor



DID THEY COME ?SO WHY



OPPORTUNITYLAND
OF

1650 - England’s population    
swells to over 5 million
no chances to own land for 
lower class & city overcrowding

ABUNDANCE OF LAND

Resources and fertile lands 
meant potential for big profits

CHANCES FOR PROFIT

wealthy aristocrats invested in 
colonies and moved to new world

INDENTURED SERVITUDE



INDENTURED SERVANTS
members of the 

british lower class 

who LEFT ENGLAND TO 

WORK AS SERVANTS IN 

THE COLONIES IN 
EXCHANGE FOR FOOD, 

SHELTER, AND DEBT 
FORGIVENESS  

TERMS OF SERVITUDE WERE 
4 - 7 YEARS

ONCE SERVICE WAS OVER, 
there WERE opportunities 
for social mobility



MERCANTILISM
ECONOMIC SYSTEM 

WHERE NATIONS 

COMPETE F
OR WEALTH 

AND POWER BY 

EXPLOITING COLONIES 

AROUND THE WORLD FOR 

THEIR RESOURCES

NATIONS NEEDED AS MUCH 
GOLD & SILVER AS POSSIBLE

NATIONS WANTED TO 
EXPORT (SELL) MORE GOODS 
THAN THEY IMPORT (BUY)



MERCANTILISM

ENG
LAN

D had to 

compete with rivals

FRANCE

SPAIN
and

for North American 

resources & markets



THECOLONIES

JAMESTOWN, VIRGINIA

Northern cities expanded and 
prospered with trade to Britain

PORTS AND TRADE

port cities like New York, Boston, 
Philadelphia became major cities 

Early America was transformed by 
the prosperity of mercantilism

PROSPER

1st permanent settlement in 
America, built on tobacco industry
southern colonies thrived on 
plantation economy of cash crops



ANALYSIS:

What kind of goods are exported from each region of colonies?

WHat does this say about the economy, climate, and people of each region?

are any goods exported from all 3 regions? any goods exclusive to one region?

Northern Colonies

Middle Colonies

Southern Colonies


