
DOCUMENT A

DOCUMENT B

Document Based Question:  The Annexation of Hawaii 
  
Consider these documents as you answer this question:  
  
High School Level Question: How did business leaders and policy-makers in the United 
States explain their annexation of Hawaii?  
  
Middle School Level Question: What attitudes do these documents display about the 
annexation of Hawaii?  
  
  
 
 

  
Document A: 
December 17, 1897, New York Times “For Hawaiian Annexation”  
John W. Foster (ex-Secretary of State)  
  

“I do not think the islands will pass under the dominion of Japan. If the people of American 
origin now in control of the Government are rejected by Congress, they will, in my opinion, turn 
to their kinsmen, the English and Canadians. They have learned from the Colonial history of 
Great Britain that wherever the British flag goes there follows equal taxation, just and impartial 
administration of the laws, and honest and orderly government.  

“While I have no information as to the purpose of the present Hawaiian rulers, I feel sure that 
when it is finally determined that they are not to be annexed to the United States they will lose 
no time in opening negotiations with Great Britain, and the result of these negotiations will be 
neither slow nor uncertain.”  
  

  1. What do you suppose Foster thinks the “results of these negotiations” will be?  
 
 
 

  2. Does Foster question whether or not Hawaii will remain independent?  
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Document E:  
Map of the strategic importance of Hawaii (Sandwich Islands) for exploration and trade in the Pacific.  Source:  A New Map of the World with all 
the New Discoveries by Captain Cook and other Navigators (1799).  
 

 
 

 1. Where is Hawaii located in relation to the U.S. West Coast?  
 2. What notations on this map might explain why Hawaii was important?  
 3. What does “strategic importance” mean and why might the U.S. push for annexation of the Hawaiian island? 

 
Note: In order to fully show the relationship of Hawaii to the Asian coast (which is related to its strategic importance), the full map is also in the powerpoint 
slideshow and can be projected in its entirety than printed out for students.
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DOCUMENT C

DOCUMENT DDocument F:  
Hawai'i Sugar Production over time (in thousands of tons) Note that the time period from the Bayonet 
Constitution (1897) to the annexation of Hawaii (1893) took place during a great rise in sugar production. 
  
  

 1. What can you say about what was going on in the sugar industry in Hawaii from 1850 
through the 1900s?  

 
  
 2. How might the sugar industry have played a part in the United States' desire to annex the 

Hawaiian Islands?  
 
  
  
 

 
Source:  University of Hawaii, “Economic History of Hawaii.”  2001. 
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    ! ! ! ! !        President Grover Cleveland sits shocked as Uncle Sam sophisticatedly    
     moves his chess piece to check mate the Queen Lilioukalani piece on the table.  Sanford Dole looks on.

Document D: 
  

 
 "His Little Hawaiian Game Checkmated." Cartoon, chromolith. [New York], Judge. n.p., c1894. Hawaiian Historical 
Society, Whitney scrapbook, p.114, 999.6 W61S. Kahn Collection [37/35], Hawai'i State Archives. Also at Bernice P. 
Bishop Museum Archives. Honolulu, Hawai'i. 
  

 1. How does the cartoonist portray Uncle Sam?  What expressions does the cartoonist give 
President Cleveland (sitting)?  

 
 
  
 2. How is Queen Lili’uokalani portrayed on the chess board?  

 
  
 

 3. How might the annexation of Hawaii be like a game of chess?   
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